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maintenance of technical schools other than those   entirely
dependent    on   the   national    exchequer,    the    Government
scrupulously follows   the   same   principle  of   requiring   trade
societies and private individuals to do all they can and should,
For easily understood reasons the Agricultural Schools receive
fairly liberal grants, while the Industrial Schools receive less,
and the Trade Schools least of all.    The last are mostly found
in towns, and the merchants and manufacturers are ready to
support the schools liberally, knowing by experience their great
value.    The Trade Guilds not less loyally support the Industrial
Technical Schools for the same reasons.    So much is expected
from private sources, in fact, that the State is endeavouring to
draw more into the background than hitherto, not because of
any slackening of interest^ or of any diminution in the need for
schools, and schools of a high order, but because it is believed
to be a wise policy to encourage the industrial and commercial
classes to do all they can to help themselves.    Probably this
method would not   succeed   generally; yet it  has  succeeded
wonderfully well in Saxony, which, but for its adoption, would
not occupy its enviable position   of prominence  in technical
education.
The following analysis of Saxony's technical schools is based
npon the returns for 1904, the latest issued by the Saxon
Education Department.
The schools may be divided into five principal groups. There
are (1) the Higher Schools or Colleges; (2) the Art and Art
Industrial Schools; (3) the Industrial Schools proper, with
their adjuncts the Industrial Continuation Schools; (4) the
Commercial or Trade Schools ; (5) and the Agricultural Schools.
(1) It is the object of the Technical Colleges to afford the
highest possible technical instruction, both theoretical and
practical, and it is for this reason that the State has undertaken
the greater part of the cost of this branch of Saxony's educa-
tional system. At the head stands the Technical College of
Dresden, founded as a polytechnic school so long ago as 1828
and placed upon its present basis in 1871. It has five depart-
ments, devoted respectively to (a) architecture, (6) civil engi-
neering, (c) machine construction and electrical engineering,
(J) chemical industries; with (e) a general department for
natural science, political and social science,